
The Prodigal Son

The broad aims of the sessions are to enable the children to:
• be confident in their knowledge and understanding of the story.
• understand what a parable is. 
• use the story to explore concepts of sin, forgiveness, repentance, and restoration.
• enjoy the story as they use it across the curriculum.

Bible Passage: Luke 15:11-31

Key points from the story:
• The story is a parable where the Father represents God and the two sons 

represent people who have made two different choices on how to live their lives.
• Jesus told the parable to illustrate that both groups of people have made wrong 

choices, both are loved by God and both get called to recognise their wrong 
doings and change.

• Christians believe sin is not just breaking the rules. It is doing, thinking and saying 
wrong things that are displeasing to God.  It is putting yourself in the place of 
God as Saviour, Lord and Judge.

• Christians believe that God's love and forgiveness is offered to everyone and if 
they accept he will pardon any and every kind of sin or wrongdoing. They believe 
God wants to restore people's relationship with him. 

Extension points:
• Christians believe anyone who has faith in Jesus (the perfect older brother) doesn't 

need to be punished (Jesus took their punishment when he died on the cross) and 
can be forgiven and their relationship with God restored. Link to Easter Story. 

Experiences and Outcomes:

I know the Prodigal Son is a Parable. 
I know it is in the Bible (New Testament).
I have read it for myself.
I can use the story to discover what Christians believe God is like and to discover 
Christian beliefs.
I can express my idea of what God is trying to teach Christians through this story.

RME 1-01a, 2-01a, 2-01b

I understand and can identify in the story the Christian concepts of sin, repentance, 
forgiveness and restoration of relationship. 



I have considered how these issues affect how Christians live today.
I have considered whether these concepts are relevant to people who aren't Christians.
I have paused to reflect on how these concepts affect me. 

RME 1-02a, 1-02b, 2-02a, 2-02b. 1-01c, 2-01c

Session 1: Storytelling

Learning Intentions:
The story is a parable that Jesus told. It is recorded in the New Testament in the gospels 
in the Bible.
I can explain who Jesus intended the characters to be and the message Jesus was giving 
through this story. 

Outline for the session
• Introduction “We're going to be thinking about a story in the Bible. It's a story 

about two brothers who made different choices. But first we're going to play a 
game about making choices.”  Play “Would you rather” game.  (See additional 
notes)

• Tell the story. Remembering to introduce the Bible and background. (See 
additional notes for story telling script)

• Who are the characters in the story? Who are the 3 main characters? What is each 
character like? In small groups get children to list describing words about each 
character. What are they like? (Not just what they look like.) You could have one 
character per table and they could move round tables adding post it notes with 
describing words on. OR give them a time limit and challenge them in groups to 
list the most describing words, with bonus points for getting words other groups 
didn't come up with.

• Explain this is a parable. A story Jesus told with a secret meaning, a story Jesus 
told to help people understand more about God. Work out together – who is 
meant to be God? Who is meant to be the Pharisees? Who is they younger 
brother meant to be? Then, by seeing what we wrote down to describe the 
Father, discover what we've learnt Christians believe about God. 



Session 2: Exploring sin, repentance, forgiveness and restoration. 

Learning Intentions:
I understand the Christian word “sin”
I have explored the concepts of repentance, forgiveness and restoration. I understand 
what they mean. I can identify them in the story and have started to think about what 
Christians learn from this story.  

Outline for the session
• Recap the story with an active quiz. Use “Human buzzers” (see additional notes)
• Read it for yourself in the Bible (give them Bibles in twos with the story marked.) 

They need to check the evidence for themselves. Did I (teacher/chaplain) tell the 
the story correctly? Did I miss anything out? 

• In groups sequence the story pictures. (Pictures in resources from 
freebibleimages.org)

• Explain the four words (or see if they can). Then send them back into groups to 
identify where it happens in the story. (Give them laminated words to add on) 

• SIN: Sin is wrong stuff we do/say/think. Sin is not just breaking God's rules. It is 
putting yourself in the place of God as saviour, Lord and Judge. Thinking you know 
best. That you have the right to anything else. 

• REPENTANCE: Being sorry and proving it. Stopping the wrong behaviour. Starting the 
right behaviour. 

• FORGIVENESS: 
• RESTORATION: Making something like new. Discuss in terms of restoring furniture 

and then introduce idea of restoring relationships. Almost like by restoring friendship 
you are proving you have really forgiven someone. 

• Come back together to expand on and discuss these concepts in the story. You 
could just have a class discussion, or give each child a whiteboard and get them 
to write down answers. Or write questions on a beach ball, stand in circle and 
throw it round – which ever question is on the top when you ask it is the one you 
have to answer.

• All groups will have identified that both brothers sinned.
• Does the younger brother know he's sinned? 
• Does the older brother know he's sinned? 
• What do they do once they realise they've sinned?

• What is the Father's (God's) response to both?
• Was it hard for the younger son to repent?
• Is it hard for the Father to forgive? Does it cost him? Does it cost anyone? 

• What do you think God wants Christians to learn from this part of the story? Use 
this as last question of the discussion or leave it as a challenge to think about. 



Session 3: Reflecting on how the story and what we've learnt from it impacts our lives. 

Learning Intentions:
I can consider how the issues of wrong doing, repentance, forgiveness and 

restoration affect me. 
I can think about what I've been learning and ask questions to extend my learning.

Session Outline
• Recap and feedback from any challenge you left them. 
• Reflection stations. Explain them all first. Then after everyone has completed the 

altogether activity, allow them to move round the stations in their own time and 
in any order.  (Instructions for stations are in a separate document) 
• Altogether: SIN – remind each other what sin is. Think quietly. What wrong 

things have I done? Give each child a whiteboard and a marker. Write down 
something you realise you have done/thought/said wrong.

• 5 stations: 
• REPENTANCE – small cards with “sorry” on one side. Colour in 

“sorry” as they think about it. On back of card write down how 
they're going to change/fix behaviour. “I'm going to ...”

• BEING FORGIVEN – wipe whiteboard clean and then dra how being 
forgiven makes you feel. 

• FORGIVING OTHERS – Think about how someone has hurt you. Who 
do you need to forgive? Hold a pebble.  Drop it into water to 
indicate you have let go and forgiven them. 

• WELCOMING OTHERS – Who do you need to welcome back into 
your friendship? What friendship do you need to fix? Write name 
and/or idea of how you could welcome on heart post it and stick 
onto a door. 

• BIBLES and QUESTIONS – have a variety of Bibles (including 
children's Bibles) for them to sit and read. Leave some post its and 
pens so if they have any questions about anything they being learning 
they can write them down.

• Have a word search for those who have finished. 
• Bring the class back together, try and answer any questions that were written 

and encourage a discussion. 

Extension ideas:
Please see the separate document for a brainstorm of ideas. This story has plenty of 
potential to develop the RME learning but also to be used across the curriculum.


