
The Good Samaritan

As well as helping children explore Christian belief and Christian values this parable 
challenges everyone to think about their own personal values. Who are they willing to 
help? Who should they be willing to help? What are they willing to sacrifice to help 
someone else? What should they be willing to give up for someone else? 

Bible Passage: Luke 10:25-37

Christian beliefs discovered in the story:
• Christians believe in eternal life (living forever after we die)
• Christians believe the Bible teaches them how God wants them to live.
• Christians believe that they are to love God most of all but also to love other 

people.
Christian values discovered in the story:

• We should be willing to help everyone, not just our friends and family.
• We should be willing to use our own resources (time, money, possessions) to help 

others. 

Learning Intentions:
• I know the story of the Good Samaritan and the context in which Jesus told it.
• I know it is from the Bible which is a special (Holy) book for Christians.
• I know Christians believe they can live forever after they die. (eternal life)
• The story has helped me understand that Christians' belief in God should affect the 

way they live, the things they do and the choices they make.
• Whatever I believe, I have used the story to help me consider

• how do I treat people who are different from me? Am I willing to help 
anyone? Everyone?

• Should we treat everyone the same? 
• Do our differences matter?
• Should we/do I use our own time and possessions to help other people?
• How can I practically be a “good neighbour”?



Session 1: STORYTELLING

1. Introduction: We're going to be looking at a story from the Bible. Who can tell me 
what we call people who believe the Bible is a special book? (Christians) Why do 
they think it's a special book? (Possibly introduce word 'holy' at this point). This 
story will help us understand more about what Christians believe but it will also 
make us think about being the same as people or different from people. So before 
we have the story we're going to have a game to help us think about who are we 
the same as and who are we different from. 

2. Play: “Find someone who ...” like a bingo sheet with squares to fill in, finding 
people who have similarities to them or are different from them. They find 
someone in their class who meets the criteria and gets them to write their name in 
the appropriate square. (Bingo sheet in resources)

OR (If reading and writing tricky or outside)

Read out the criteria on the sheet (one at a time) and ask them to get into 
groups/find someone who meets that criteria. E.g. find people who like the same 
pizza as you. 

3. Who's who in the story – before you tell the story, help children to understand all 
the different characters. PRIEST, BANDIT. JEW. SAMARITAN. EXPERT IN RELIGIOUS LAW. 
TEMPLE ASSISTANT. JESUS Explain them (see definitions in resources) and then 
reinforce with a game/activity. Give them the character names and the definitions 
and ask them to match them up. Then ask them to choose some who are the 
same, then choose some who are different from each other. 

OR

Ask them True/False questions about the characters and they make a 'T' shape 
with their arms if they think it's true, and an 'F' shape if they think it's false. 

4. Tell the story. Get kids involved. Act it out. (See resources for a script)
5. In groups sequence pictures from the story. You could use bandages to peg the 

pictures onto. 
6. Ask and discuss questions. This could be a ball with questions written on, throw 

the ball around the group, when you catch it you read out the question your hand 
is touching. Or just ask the questions! Either take answers as a class discussion, or 
leave them in their groups, give them a couple of minutes to write down the 



answers to the questions before feeding back to the bigger group. 
• What did the expert ask Jesus?
• If he was an expert (and knew lots already) why do you think he asked?
• How do you think the Jewish man felt when the Priest walked past him?
• How do you think the Jewish man felt when the Temple Assistant walked 

past him?
• How do you think the Jewish man felt when the Samaritan man stopped?
• Why do you think the Samaritan man stopped?
• Why do you think the Priest and Temple Assistant didn't stop?
• Was it easy for the Samaritan to stop?
• Did it cost the Samaritan anything to help the Jewish man?
• Why was the expert surprised when Jesus said the Samaritan helped the 

Jewish man?
• How do you think the expert felt when Jesus answered his first question?
• How do you think the expert felt at the end of the story?
• What do you think the expert did after Jesus told him the story?

Session 2: Explore Christian belief in the story

1. Inside – read story for yourself. Either from Children's Bible or actual Bible passage. 
If from Bible passage ask them to underline words they didn't understand. Give out 
post it notes and get them to write down questions they have. Discuss if they 
found any differences between what they read and how you told it last week. 

2. Work out Christian belief together - 
• What's the first question the expert asks Jesus. What does that question tell 

us about what Christians believe? Draw out the fact that Christians believe 
they can live forever even after they die.

• It's like the expert is asking “How can I be a good Jew/a Christian?”. How 
would you answer that question? (On whiteboards/speech bubbles)). What 
do you think the expert was hoping Jesus would say? What did Jesus say?  
Emphasise the Christian belief – Christians believe they have to love God, 
do you think the story says they have to love God a little bit or a big bit? 
Why? Christians believe God wants them to love other people. 

• 2nd question. What was it? What did he really mean? What would you say? 
What do you think the expert was hoping Jesus would say? Let's explore 
the story together – in groups act out the story. Or give oranges and 
bananas (and sharpies!) to be the characters for them to act it out. (Only one 
banana can be squished!). Or give different shapes (triangles and squares) to 



represent the different characters. At the end they have to include what they 
think is the meaning of the story.

• Come back together to look at all we've learnt about Christian belief.
3. Think about – what bits of Christian belief do I agree with? Create a Venn diagram 

(small individual ones or one giant one outside with chalk). Circle representing “I 
believe” and circle representing “Christians believe”. Go through statements 
summarising what we've learnt (See resource section) and decide where in the 
Venn diagram you would be. 

4. Play 'pictionnary' (draw, or ask kids to draw, something from the story and 
everyone has to guess what it is)

Session 3: Being a Good Samaritan

1. Give each group a bag of items relating to the story. Ask them to talk about why 
they are in the story and put them in the order they appear in the story. (heart, oil, 
wine, bandages, donkey, coins, speech bubble) If outside/more space – turn this 
into a relay race, with groups racing to get objects and then discussing and 
sequencing them. 

2. Can you define a Good Samaritan. Discuss in groups before feeding back. 
3. Last week majority thought (I'm presuming this!) that whatever we believe about 

God we should all be like the Good Samaritan. Helping everyone, even if they're 
different from us – who is it easy to help? Who is it hard to help? Order a list of 
people/photos. (Outside, peg them in order going up a tree) Discuss why.

4. What things can we do to help? Basket of items. Pick one a time – how can you 
love your neighbour? (Flower, dog food, get well card, snacks, watering can, 
water bottle, veggies, tins of soup, phone, first aid kit) Ensure discussion covers 
keeping ourselves safe while we help other people. How can we still help while 
staying safe? 

Possibilities ….
• Make a modern day version of the story?
• Choice game – help or ignore? What would you do?
• Create a board game? 

 


