
The story of the Ten Commandments

Props/People needed: Moses. Washing powder. Clothes. Thunder. Lightening. Cloud. Rams horn. 
Skipping rope.  Fire, stone tablets. Aaron. Jewellery. Swords

Get pupils to hold up props/act out (eg climbing the mountain) at appropriate points in the story.

The Israelites set up camp at the base of Mount Sinai.

Moses climbed the mountain to talk to God.

The Lord called to him “Give these instructions to the Israelites. You know what I did to the 
Egyptians, you know how I looked after you. If you obey me and keep my covenant you will be my 
special treasure. My special people.”

Moses went back down the mountain and told everyone what the Lord had said. The people agreed 
to keep God’s commandments. 

Moses went back up the mountain to tell God.

The Lord said “I will come to speak to you all. Get ready for my arrival. Purify yourselves and wash 
your clothes. Mark a boundary around the mountain.”

So Moses went down and told the people. They washed their clothes and were purified. They 
marked a boundary around the mountain so no-one would get too close to God.

On the third day. Thunder roared. Lightening flashed. Cloud covered the mountain. Long blast on 
Ram’s horn. 

The people trembled. 

They all heard God’s voice giving instructions

 Have no other God but me
 Make no idols
 Do not misuse the name of the Lord your God
 Remember the Sabbath
 Honour your father and mother and you will live a long life
 Do not murder
 Do not commit adultery
 Do not steal
 Do not lie
 Do not be jealous of your neighbour. 

Moses went up the mountain for more instructions

Moses was up the mountain for a long time!

The Lord talked to him and it looked to the Israelites like there was fire at the top of the mountain.



God wrote the rules on tablets of stone and gave them to Moses

Moses was on the mountain for 40 days and nights.

The people got bored.

They spoke to Moses brother Aaron “What’s happened to Moses?  Can you make us a new God?”

So Aaron asked for all their gold jewellery, melted it down and made a gold calf.

The people worshipped the gold calf. “Thanks for rescuing us”

God told Moses to go down the mountain quick. 

God said I will destroy them.

Moses begged him not to.

God changed his mind.

Moses took the two tablets down the mountain.

Moses threw the stone tablets on the floor smashing them.

He burned the gold calf.

He told all those who were on the Lord’s side to join him and then asked them to kill the others.

The next day Moses went back up the mountain and begged for forgiveness. 

The Lord forgave the people. 


