
The Ten Commandments.  

Bible Passage: Exodus 19, 20:1-21, 24:12-18, 32.

Lessons:

1. Learn and explore the story

2. If we followed the Ten Commandments how different would the world be?

3. War – right or wrong?  Reflect and repsond on the big questions that have been raised. 

“Question chart”: A chart where we write their questions about the different areas we are covering (God, the 
Bible Story, WW1, other)

“God chart”: each session consider what we’ve learnt/what the Bible has taught us about God. Add it to a 
mindmap like diagram.

Session 1:

AIM: to start to learn and explore the story

1. Intro with the kids – what can you tell me about the Bible? What do you already know?
2. Quick run through bigger story of Israelites and Exodus to set the context. Probably use PPT/Pictures

(email sue@stcolumbaschurch.org.uk if you'd like a copy of this powerpoint).
3. Storytell the Ten Commandments
4. Give kids time to read the story in the Bible themselves – have different versions available, (kids, 

graphic, “real” Bible, online?)
5. Fill in our “Question” and “God charts”.

Session 2

AIM: to consider that if everyone followed the Ten commandments, how different would the world be?

1. Play the “Top Five game”
a. Divide the group into teams/pairs. Give each team a set of the commandment cards.
b. Give the teams two minutes to read and sort out the top five commandments for each 

category below. On a flip chart, keep score for each commandment, giving a point every time
it features in a top five. Don’t worry if the ridiculous ones score high – this is to be expected: 
• The top five commandments I should live by to make the world a better place 
• The top five commandments other people should live by to make the world a better place 
• The top five commandments everyone in the world throughout history should live by to 
make the world a better place 
• The top five commandments that show us the best way to live 

2. Give each child two post its. On one they should write down why they think rules are good and on 
the other why they think it’s wrong to have rules. Feedback and lead into a discussion about the 
advantages and disadvantages of rules. Do you think it is wrong for God to expect his people to live 
a certain way?
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3. Still in their groups/pairs, challenge the young people to list the Ten Commandments that God gave 
to Moses. 

4. Now list the top five commandments that you think are broken in the lead up to a war. 
5. List the top five commandments that you think were broken during a war. 
6. What ten laws would you write to ensure our world is a better place/to stop wars.
7. Fill in our “question” and “God charts”.

Session 3:

AIM: To consider if war is right or wrong. What does God think? What should Christians think?

1. Right or wrong? Read out these statements to students. Do they agree or disagree?
a. You should never pick a fight with somebody. If you have a problem you should sort it out in 

other ways.
b. It is OK to pick a fight with somebody who is threatening you and your friends (even if they 

have not done anything yet)
c. It is OK to pick a fight with people so that others will respect you
d. It is OK to fight back if somebody is bullying you
e. It is OK to pick a fight with somebody if they are bullying your mate
f. It is OK to pick a fight with somebody if they have something that you want

(Reflect: Which students said it was OK to fight in some situations but not in others? Which 
criteria made it acceptable to fight?)

2. For or against? Give out red and white ‘flags’ to each student. Read out the different Bible verses 
from the separate sheet. Each offers key principles to be considered on the question of whether or not
war is supported in the Bible. Students should indicate whether they believe the passage supports the 
argument for war (red flag), disagrees with the argument for war (white flag), or could be seen 
equally for and against the argument for war (both flags). 
Following this activity lead the students to reflect:
What seems to be the dominant biblical teaching on the issue of war?
Are there any apparent contradictions in what the Bible says?
Are there any themes that unify the verses? (i.e. justice, commitment to peace)

3. Two reflective activities for the children to do
Big Questions
“If God does exist what would you want to ask him? About war? About WW1? About peace? Or 
about something completely different”
Write your questions down.
New World
“There is an incredible promise in the bible that God will create a new earth that will be free from 
death, sorry, crying and pain, that all of these things will be gone forever.  If you had the power to be 
able to make a ‘New World’, What would you keep the same? What would you change? What rules 
would you make?”

Make it visual with some globes and attractive posters for them to write their answers on.

 

(Several ideas in Session 2 or 3 are from request.org.uk. Check there for further ideas.)




